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I of the at the 1
slon reported, anong other things:

“Thelr lack of education and politieal
experience, combined with their racial
and linguistle  diversities, disqualify
them, In spite of their mental glfts and
domestle virtues, to undertake the {ask
of governng the archipelago ™ at  the
present time, The mast that can be ex-
pected of them 18 to eco-opernte with
the Amerleans In the administration of
general affalrs, from Maonila as o cen-
ter, and to undertake, subject to Amerl-
can control or guidanes (a8 may. bs
found necessary) the administration of
provincial and municipal affoirs, ** *

*Should our power by any fatnlity be
withdrawn, the commission  belisves
that the government of the Philippines
would speedily Iapse Into anarchy,
which would excuse, If It dld not nages-
sltate the intervention of other powors,
and the cventual divislon of the {sliunds
among them, Only through Ameriean
occupation, therefore, I8 the fden of o
free, self-governing aud united Phillp-
plne commonwealth at all ¢oneelvable,

“Thus the welfare of the Fllipinos
coincldes with the dictates of natlonal
honor In forbldding our nbandonment of
the nrchipelago. We cannot from any
polnt of view, eseape the responstbilit-
ies of government which our savers|gn-
ty entallg; amd the commission, s
strongly persunded that the perform-
ance of our natlonal duty will prove the
greatest blessing to the people of the
Philippine lslands."

Commisslon Requasted to Return,

‘Batlsfied that nothing further could
ba accomplished in-pursuance of thelr
mission untll the rebellion was  sup-
pressed, and desiring to place before
the Congress the result of thelr obser-
vatlons, I requested the commizsion  to
the United States. Thelr most Intelll-
Egent  and comprehensive  report  was
submitted 'to Congress,

In Merch, 1900, believing that the in-
surrzetion was practieally ended and
earnestly desiring to promote the  os-
tablishment of a stuble government in
the archipelago, 1 appointed the fol-
lowing clvll commlsslon:

Hon. Willinm ¥, Taft, of Ohlo; Prof.
Dear: C. Worcester, of Mlehizan; Ion.
Luke I, Wright, of Tannessse; Hon.
Henry C. Id2, of Vermont, and Hon.
Bernard Moses, of Californla. My in-
structions to them contalned the follow-
ing: i Eai «

"“You' (the zecretary of war) will in-
struct the commission * * * to devate
thoir attentlon fn the first instance to
the csiablishment of municipal govern-
ments In which the natlves of the is-
lands, bothin the citles and In the'rural
communities, shall be afforded the op-
portunity to manuge their own loeal
affairs to the fullest extent of which
they are cepable, and subject tn the
least degree of supervision and ceantrol
which a careful study of thelr eapacl-
tles and observation of the workings of
native control show to be canslstznt
with the malntenance  of law, order
and loyalty. * * * Whenever the com-
mission 1s of the oplnion that the con-
ditlon of affairs in the fslands I3 such
that the central cdministeation may
safely be transferred from military to
civil eontral they will repert thet con-
cluslon to you (the secretary of war)
with thelr recommendations ns to the
form of centiral government to e es-
tablisked for the purpose of taking
over the contral. » = *

The Commission's Power,

“Beginning with the first day of Sep-
tember, 1900, the authority to exerclse,
subject to my approval, through - the
secretary of war, that part of the pow-
er of government in the Philippine J=-
lands which Is of a legislative nature
s to be transferred from the milltary
governor of the {zlands to this commis-
elon, to be thereafter exerclsed by them
In the place and stead of the military
governor, under such rules and regula-
tions as you (the secretary of war)
shall prescribe, and the establlshment
of the clvil eentral government for the
Islands contomplated !n the last fore-
going paragraph or until Cohgress shall
otherwise provide, exarcize of this leg-
islative authority  will  Include’ the
making of rules and orders having the
effect of law for the ralsing of revenues
by taxes, customs duties and Imposts;
the appropriation and expendiiure of
the -public funds of the [slands; the
establishment of a1 system to zecure
an eflicient civil service: the organiza-
tion and establishment of rnunicipal
and departmental governments; - and
all other matters of a clvll nature for
which the military governor s now
competont tn provide by rules or orders
of a leglslatlve character the commis-
slon will also have power during the
same perlod to appoint to offlce such
afficers under the Judielal, edusntional
and civil service systems, and in ths
municipal and departmental  govern-"
ments as shall be provided for” = »

Until Congress shall take actlon, T di-
rected that

"“Upon every division and branch of
the government of the Philipplnes must
be Impesed these Invielabls rules:

Shall Have Life and Liberty.

*That po person shall be deprived of
life, llberty or property  without due
process' of luw; that private property
shall not be taken for publle use with-
out just compensatlion;  that in all
criminal presecutions the accused shaul

the lalands to acqulre the use of  the
Englizh language., * *® " i s

* ""Upon all ofMeers and employes of the,
United. States, both elvil and military,
should be Impreased n sense of the duty |
to obgerve, not merely the materldl bur
the personal and soclal rights of the
penple of the 1slands, and to treat thom
with the wama courtesy and respect for
thelr personal dignity which the peapln
of ‘the United States are accustomed
to require from each other. /

“The artleles ot capltulation of the
clty, of Manlla on the 13th of August,
1808, concluded with these words: &=

“'This clty, Ita Inhabltants, its
churches and religlons worship, its ed-
ueatlonal establishments and’ Its pri-
vate property of all descriptions, are
placed: under the speclal safeguard. of
the falth and honor of the Amerlean
.urmy.' ¥ty

Pledge Faithfully Xept.

“I belleve that this pledge has' heen
falthtully kept, © As high and sacred
un obligntlon rests upon the governs,
ment of the United States 'to give pro-
tection for property nnd life, elvil and

by, "p:o'mn'il'é'ri Ireach head

% {
rallroad extenslon’ under negotintion
‘I valuable mine

religious freedom, and wise, flrm and
upselfish guldance 'In  the' patha lof |
peace und prosperity - to all the people
of the Fhillpplne Islands. ‘I charged
this commisslon o labor for the fuli
performance of thig obligation; which
conesrins the honer and consclence of
thele country, In the firm hope that
through thel= labors all the Inhabitants
of the Phllippine Iglands may come te
ook back with gratizuce to the day
when God gave vietory o) Amerlepn
arma at Manila, and set thelr lond un-
der the sovercignty and the protectlon
of the people of the Unlted States.”
That all mlght share In the regenern-
tion of the Islands and partielpate In
thelr government, 1 dirceted General
MacArthur, the militery governoc of
the Phillpplnes, to Issue 2 proclama- |

tion of amnesty, which contained
among other statements, ‘the follow-
Ing:

“MANILA, P. L, Junpe 21, 1900,

"By direction of the President of
the United States, the underslgned an-
rounces amnesty, with complete Im-
munity for the past ana absolute lib-
erty of aetlon for the future, to all per-
&ons who are now, or at any time sinee
February 4, 1883, have been fn'inaur-
rictlon against the United States In
either a military or clvil capacity, and
who shall, within a perlod ' of ninety
days [ram the date hereof, formally
renounce all eannections with sueh in-
surrection, and subscribe to a deelara-
tlon acknowledging and accepling ‘the
soveraignty and authorliy of the United
States In and over the Philippine Is-
lands.  The privilege herewith pub-
lished s extended to all concerned with-
out any reservation whatever, except-
Ing that pereons who have vialated the
laws of war durlng the period of ac-
tive hostilitles are not embraced within
the scope of this amnesty. ** *-

Ameliorate Their Condltion.

“In prder to mitigate as much as pos-
2ible conszquences resulting. from ‘the
varicus disturbances which since 1835
have succeeded ench other so raplaly,
and-tn provide In some mensure  for
destitute Filipinoe soldlers, durlng - the
transltory period, which must Inevita-
bly ‘succeed a ganeral peace, the mili-
tary authorities of the United. States
will pay thirty posos to each man who
pregents o rifie In good condltion.

Under thelr instructions the commiz-
slon, composed of representative Amer-
Icans of differentisections’of the coun-'
try, and from different political parties,
whose character and abllity guarantee
the most faithful Intelligenee .and pa-
triotic service, are now laboring to es-
tabllsn stable government under clvil
control, in which the inhabitants shall
participate, giving them opportunity ta
demenstrate how far they are prepared
for gclf-government.

This commission, undar date of Aug-
ust 21, 1900, muokes an Interesting re-
port, from which 1 quote the followlng
extrocts:

“Hostllity agalnst Amerleans orlgl-
noily aroussd by absurd falszhoods of
unserupulous leaders. The distribution
of troops in three hundred posts has by
contact lorgely dispelled hostility; and
steadily Improved tempzr  of  people.
This  improvement |8 furthered by
nbuzes of nsurgents.  Large pumbers
of people long for peace and willing to
accepl government under the - United
States.  Insurgents  not surrendering
after: dofeat divided into small guer-
rilla bands under ganeral officers or be-
come robbers  Nearly all of the promi-
nent generals and politiclans of the in-
surrection exeept Aguinaldo have alnce
lizon captured or have surrendered and
taken the ‘oath of ellegiange; = ® =.»
All Northorn Luzon exeepl twd prov-
Inees, (s practicnlly free from | insur-
gents, People busy planting and nsking
for munleipal organization.
and telegraph lne from Manlla to Dag-
upan, 122 miles, not molssted for five
months, * * * % s Tagnlogs alone ac-
tive In lending guerrilla warfare, In
os. Cebu, Romblon, Masbate, Sib-
an, Tablas. Hohol. and other Phillp-
pine Izlands little have ercoted disturb-
ance exists and elvil government eapgsr.
Iy nwait. * * ** Four years of war
and lawlessnoss In parts  of §slands
hnve ereatod unsettled conditions, * » »
Watlve constabulary and militin, which
shoald be organtzed at onee, will epd
thig nnd the terrorism to which  de-
fz s8 people ure subjected. The no-
tives desire to-enlist in these organizo-
tio I judiciously selected and  offi-
" be efliclent forces for mnin-
£ r and will parmit early
mniariul reduction of United ' States
troops, w * e v

Can Not Turn Islands Ower.

Turning !sinnds over o a coterle
of Tagalog politiclans will blight fuir
progrects. of enormous Improvement;

enjoy the right to a speedy and pablle
trinl, to be Informed of the nature and
cauge of the aeousation, to be confront.
ed with the witnes against him, to
have compulzory procesa for obtalning
wilnesses In his favor, and to have the
assistance of counzel for hia Jefense;
that excesalve ball shall not be requlr
nor excessive finen Impoeed, nopr el
and unusual punishment {nfllcted; that

no, person shall be put twice in Jeop- |,

erdy for the rame offense, or be com-
pelled in any erlminnl ease to be a wit-
ness against himeelf; that the rlght to
be | Boourc agalnat unreasoenable
aearchen and selzures shall not b vies
lated; that nelther slavery n volun-
tary mervitude shinll cxlst, srve as - n

punighment for erlme; that oo bill of |

attninder, or ex-post facto law shall he
passed; that no law shall be pazeed
abrldging the frecdom of speech or of

the press, or the vighis of the people |

to peacefully assemble
the government [« ‘
ances; that no Iaw shall he made ro-
mpeeting the establistiment of religlon,
or prohibiting the free excrcias of re-
liglous profession and. worship without
discrimination or preference shall fors
ever he allowed,

Improve Syatem of Education,

“1t will be the duty of the commig-
nlon  to promote nnd extend, and, o
they find occasinn, to Improve the sya-
tem of cducation already Inaugurated
Ly the milltary authorities,  In dolng
this they should regard ag of frst lm-
portance the extenslon of o syriem . of

nniyg
LAY

petition

primary educatlon which whill be freg |

1o mll, and which ahall tend to fit the
people for the dutléa of eitlzenship andl
for the ardinary avocatlons of a el
Hzed community, ® * * Eapoelal nt
tion whould be at once given to affords
ing full gpportunity to uil the people of

drive out eapitel, make lfe and prop-
|erty #ecular and religious  most |nse-
peurey banish by fear of cruel prescrip-
| tlon considerable body of conservatlye
| Fillptnos who have alded Americans |n
well-Tounded hellef that thelr people are
nat now it for s=lf-government, anid
[ ru-latrmluce some oppression and  cor-
on which existed (n all provinees
Millolos  Insurgent government
the clght months of (s contral,
it will be factlonnl strife bi-
N Jenlous lenders, chaos and  an-
and will require and Justify ac-
ALY terventior of our government or
| #nme nther, ® " * *  Husiness Interrupt-
feil by war muech Improved as peace ex-
ilnru!n. Poeo= v In Negros more sugar
Liw dnenltivation than ever bafore, Naw
ulntions  glve impetus ' to
nnd reduce high price of
o euptoms eollections  for
st quartor i€ty por cent greater than
{'ever In Spanlsh  history, nnd  August
| ealteetlons show further Increase. The
| total revenue for sime perfod ane-third
| Greater ‘than in eny | quacter S under
L Hpnin, though eodula tax ehlef source
of Spanlsh rovenue, practleally abollsh-
ted Eeonomy and effieisney of military
Lgovernment have erented surplus fund
Lol six milllon dollars, which should be
expended In much-needsd publle works,
| notnbly improvement of Manlln harbor.
feer With proper tarlff and faclljt-
| les Manila will beeome great port of
{ Orlen
| Hevenues Wil be Increpsed.
| 'The comminslon 18 eonfldent that by
!n Judiclops customs Inw, rensonable
EI:mrl tnx and proper corporation frans
| ehilee tnx, Impoeltion of no greater rate
thiay that In averige Amerlean alate
L wilt /o loms dnnoyancs and  with
1 produee ravenues’ auMelent
spenden of sfficiont govarnment
miltin and constabulary.
+ preparing o stringent clvil
vieay law, glving  equnl_opportunity
tn Filiplnog and Amerlenns with prefer-
| enee for former - where | aualifientions

are oqual, 1o pater ut lowest ranl and

of - depart- |
* ot Forty-five miles o l'_

L mile high, with
etrictly temperate climate.* * ** 'Ral
rond construction will 'fln employment
to. muny und communieation will fur-
nish ‘market ‘to vast stretches of rich
agrioniiuralilands,’t oo T
[ They report that thera are “culls from
all. parts; of “the . slands  for publie:
achools, school wupplies wnd' English
teachers, greater than tha 1
ean provide " untll a'/ comprehensive
school ‘system ' In organizad, Night
schools for teaching English: to adults
are being .established in response - to
popular - demand,’"Native . children
show - aptitude In learning Engllsh,
Sparileh Is spolen by a'small fraction
of people, and in & few years the me-
dium of communication In’ the’ courts,
publle offices and  between different
tribes will be English; ereatlon of cen-
tral’ government within = elghteen
monthe, under which subatantially.. all
rlghts denerlbed in the blll of rights in
the faderal constitution are to be sn-
cuted 'to the psople of the Philippinen,
WIL Urlng: to them' contentment, pron-
perity, edueation: and political enlight-
enment.!" | ’ ) :
'Thia shows 1o my countrymen what
hng baen and in belng done ta bring the
benefila of liberty and good government
to these warda of the natlon, Every
eftort ham heen direeted to thatr nenen
and prosperity, thelr advancement uwnid
well-belng, not for our aggrandize-
ment nor for pride of might, not' for
trade or commerce, not for exploltation,
but for humanity and civilization, and
for the protection of the vast majority
of the population who welecome aur suv-
erzlznty. againet the designing minorhty
whos=n first demand after the surrender
ef Manlla by the Bpanlsh army wan tn
entarithe city that they might loot it
anl destroy thome not  In . saympathy
with-thelr selfish and treacherous de-

slgns,
No Alliance Existing,
Nobody who will avall himself of the
facts will longer hold ‘that there was
any alliance between our soldlers and

the lnsurgents, or that any promise of
Indeprndence was made to them. Long
before their lender had reached Manila
thay had resalved It the commander of
the Amerltan navy would glve them
arms with which to fight tha Spanish
army, they would later turn upon us,
which they dil murderovely and with-
oui the shadow of cause or justificn-
ton, . Ther2 may be those without the
means of full informatlon, who beliays
that we were In alllanes with tho Ineur-
gents and that we nesured them that
they should have Indepsndence. To such
let w2 repeat the facts. On the 26th of
May, 1598, Admiral Dewey was Instruct-
ed by me to moke no alllance with any
party or faction in ths Phillppines that
would Incur labillty to maintain thelr
cause In the futire, and he replisd un-
der date of Juns 6, 1998: . “ITave acted
accordnz to spirlt of department's In-
atructlons fram the beginning, and 1
have entarod inte no alllanes with the
Insurgents or with any factlon. Thia
siuadron can reduce the defensas of
Manlla at any moment, but It Is con-
sldered useless until the arrival of suf-
ficlent United® States forces to retain
possesslon.'  In the report of the first
Phillppine commisslon, submitted on
November 2, 189, Admlral Dewey, one
of its members, sald: :

"No alllance of any kind was entered
Into with Agulnaldo, nor was any pro-
mise of indapendence made to him at
any time." ¢

General Merritt arrived In the Philip-
plnes 'on July I6, 1898, and n dispatch
from Admiral Dewey to the government
at Washington, sald: '

“Merritt oreived yesterday,  Situn-
tion {5 moest eritlcal at Maniin.  The
Spanish may surrender at’ any mo-
ment.  Merritt's most difficalt problem
will ba how to deal with the Insurgents
under Aguinaldo, who have bscome ag-
gressive, and even threatenlng toward
our army,"

Here la revealed the spirlt of the tn-
surgents as carly as July, 1898,-before
the protocal was signed, while we wore
still engnged in actlve war with Spain.
Even then the Insurgents wers threat-
ening our army.

Capture of Manild.

On August 13 Manfla was captured
and of this and subsequent events the
Philippine commisslon says: “When the
eity of Manlln was taken August 13th,
the Fillpinos took no part In the attack,
but came followlng In with a view to
Inoting the ity and were only prevent-
2d from dolng 50 by cur forces prevent-
Ing thém from entering. Aguinaldo
claimed that he had the right to occupy
the eity; he demanded of General Mer-
ritt the palace of Malacanan for him-
self and the cesslon of all the churehes
af Manlia, also that a part of the money
taken from the Spanlards as spolls of
war should be glven up, and abeve all
he should be glven the arms of the
Spanish prisoners. All these demands
were refusad. .

Genernls Merritt, Greene ond Ander-
son, who were In command at the be-
ginnlng of our occupation,and untll the
surrender of Manila, states that there
was no nllilance with the Insurgents—
and no promise to them of indepen-
dence. On August 17, 1598, General
Merrltt was Instructed that there must
be no jolnt occupation of Manlla with
the insurgents. Guneral Anderson, un-
der date of February 10, 1800, says that
he was present at  the Interview  be-
tween. Admiral Dewey and the Insur-
gent leader and that In this Interview
Admiral Dewey made  no  promiscs
whatever, He added: “He, (Agulnaldo),
asked me I my government was golag
to reeggnize hls governmont, & T nn-
swered that I was there slmply. In a
milltary eapacity; that I could not ac-
knowledge hls government because I
hed no anthority to do so.”

Would not our adversaries have sent
Dewey's fleet to Manlla to capture and
destroy the Spanish sea power there, or,
dispatehing It there, would they hove
withdrawn [t after the destruction of
the Spantsh fleet; and. if  the jatter,
whither would they have directed It lo
=il Where could It hnve gone? What
port In the orlent was opened to it? Do
our adversaries condemn the expedition
under the command of General Moerriit
to strengthen In the distant occan und
arslst In our trlumph over Spaln, with
which natlon wp were at war?’ Was [t
not our highest duty to strike Spaln at
every valnerable point, that the war
might be suceesafully ‘concluded nt the
earlieat practieable moment?

Duty to Protect Life.

And was it not our to protect the lives
and property of those who'rame \\‘h!:iﬁ
our contral by the {oriunes of wor?
Could wo have eome away at any time
between May 1, 1308, and the conelusion
of prace. without o alaln up;m our good
nama? . -

Could we have come away without
dishonor at nny ‘time ofter the ratifica-
tion af the péace (reaty by the sepate
of the Unlted States? - o .,

There hos:been no thma sinee the de-
structlon at 'the enemy’s fleet whon we
could or should have left the Phillpping
Archipelago,  After the treaty of peace
was ratified no power but - Congresd
conld surepder our soverclgnty or ulien=
ate foot of tho territory thus nequireld.
The Congress has not neen fit to do’ the
one of the other, and the President hod
po autharlty to do either, If he had been
a0 Inélinod, which he was not. Fo long
ag the roverelgnty remunins Inous It s
the duty. of the executlve, whoever ne
may be, to uphold that soverslgnty and
It It be attneked to suppross [t assall-
ants. Would our paelitieal adversaries
do less? i

It has besn asserted that there would
have besn no Nghting In the Philippines
It Congress hod declared Ity purposs to
give Independence to the Tagal Insur-
gentn, The Insurgents did nocwalt for
(the aetlon of Congress, They assunied
‘the offensive, they opened fire on our
army. Thoge who assert our respoitl-
bliity for the boginning of the confilet
have forgotion that before he treaty
wan mtied In the aenate and while it
was belig debated inothat body, and
while the Baecon resolution wam umler
Alpenseion, on Mebruary 4, 1699, the In-
wurgentd altneked the Ameriean army,
ufter belng provioualy ndvised that the

ment,' !

will glve nceess {

‘elgn power we ean’ inltiate aotion” and
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Amerlean forces were under orders not
Io fire upon  them except In  dofence.
‘Tha papers found In the recently caj-
tured archives of the Insurgents demon-
atrale that this altack had been carc-
fully planned . for weeks beforo It oc-
ourred, Thelr unprovoked assault upon
our soldlers at a time when the sen-
aty was dellberating upon the treaty
sliows that no action on our part except
surrender and “abandonment  would
have prevented the fighting and leaves
(no doubt In'uny falr mind of where the
rezponslbllity rests for the shedding of
‘Amerlcan blood,
Diverted From tha Real Question.

With ‘all the exuggerated phrase-
muking of this electoral contest, we are
‘In" danger of belag diverted from the
real contentlon, 4 ]

We are In agreement with all of those
who eupported the war with Spaln, and
al=o0 with thoae who counselled the rati-
featlon of thi troaty of peace.
these  two' great:cszontlal steps thpre
cal by no l=sue il outiof these came
all af ey respanelbilities, 1t others
i Fhirk ths oblizations imposed:hy

war and thi treaty, we must deelinge
to aet further with them aml hore the
I=sue was made, . Tt 13 our purpose; to
astablish In the Philinplnes » govefirn-
ment sultable to the wants and condi-
tlanz of the Inhabltants and to prepars
them far =)l government, and to Tive
them self-government when (hoy are
ready for t'and as rapldly as they are
ready for it That I am alming to do
under iny constitational authority, and
will continue to do untll Congrees shall
determine the pollticl statis of the In-
habitants of the archipslago,’

Are our opponents ngainst the treaty?
If w0, they must ba remipged that it
conld not have boen ratified fn the sen-
ate but for thelr assistance, The son-
ate which ratified the treaty and the
Congregs which added its sanctlon by
a large apprapriation, comprised srua-
tors and representatives of the prople
of all partlzs. ;

Would our opponents surrender to the
Insurgents, abandon our soverelgnty or
cede It to them? If that be not thelr
purpose, then it should Le promptly
disclaimed, for only evil ean result from
the hopes ralsed by our opponents in
the minds of the Fllipines, that with
thelr suceess at the polls [n November
thers will be o withdrawal of our army
and of Amerlean ‘eoversignty over tho
archipelago; the complete Independence
of the Tagalog people recognized and
the powers of government over all the
ather peoples of the archipelage confor-
red upon the Tagalog leaders.

Prolonged the Rebellion.

The effect of a 'bellef Ju the minds of
the ‘insurgenta that this,will be dene
hasalready prolonged the rebelilon and
Inercases the neeessity for tho continu-
ane? of a larke army.. It s now d=lay-
Ing full peace In the archipelago and
the establlshment of clvil governmontis,
antl has Influenced many of the ins
gents agalnst: aceepting  the
terms of amnesly offsred by Gen
MacArthur under my ‘direetlon.  Lut
for these false hopes, a considerable re-
ductlon could have been had In our
milltary  establishment in the Philip-
pines, and the reallzatlon of a stable
government would be already at hand.

The Americarn people are asked by
our opponents to yleld the soverslgoty
‘of the United Stales in the Philippines
to n small fraction of the population, @
single tribe out of elghty or more in-
habiting  the archipelage, o faction
which wantoenly attacked the American
troops In Manila while in rightful pos-
session under the protocol with Spain,
awalting the ratificatlor of the treaty
of pzare by the senate, and which has
since been in actlve, ‘open rebellion
against the United States.  We are
asked to transfer our sovereignty to o
small minority In the lslands without
congulling the mujorlty and to aban-
don the largest portlon of the popula-
tlon, which has boen loyal to us, to the
cruelties . of the  guerrilla insurgent
bands.  More than thls, we are asied to
protect this minority In establishing
government and to this end repress all
opposition of the majarlty, We are re-
quired to set up a stabls governpment in
the Interest of thosz who have assalled
our sovercrlgnty and fired upon our gol-
diers, and then malntaic It at any cost
or sacrifler agalnst its enemtes within
and againgt those having ambltious de=-
slgns from without,

This would require an army and navy
far Jargzr than Is now maintuined in
the Philipplnes and st more In excoss
of what-will be necessary with the full
recognition of our soveraigniy. A mili-
tary support of authority not our own
na thus propoged fa the very essence of
milltarism, which our oppanents In thelr
platform oppose, but which by thelr
polley waould of necessity be estublish-
ed In {18 most offansive form.

Murderers of Our Soldiers.

The Amerlean people will not make
the murderers of our suldlers the ngents
of the lepublic to convey the blesdings
of Uberty and order to the Philippines.
They will not mnke them.the bullders
of the new commonwealth, Sueh o
course would he a betrayal of our sa-
cred obligations to the penceful FlL-
pinos, and would place at the mercy
of dangerous adventurers the lives and
property of the natives and forelgners.
It would make possible and ensy the
commizelon of such atroclties as were
planned, to be exreuted on the 241 of
February, 1880, In the ety of Manila,
when only the vigilanee of our nrmy
prevented  the attempt to assnsdinate
oitr =soldlers nnd all foreigners and pli-
lnge nnd destroy the city and (19 2ur-
roundings, In shert, the proposition of
those opposed to us s to continue all
the obligntions In the Phillppines which
now Test upon ithe government, only
changing the relatlon  from principal,
which now exists, to that of surcty.
Our responsibility Ia to remaln, but our
power I8 1o he diminlshed. Our ohll-
gutlon 13 to be no legs, but our title
18 1o be surrendered to another power,
which s without experienve or triln-
fng, or the ability to maintaln o stable
government at home and absolutely
helpleas to perform (e Internation
lgations with the rest of the wor
this we are oppoded, - We shoull not
yield our title while our obligations lnst,
In the language of our pintform, *Our
autherity should not be less than our
respongibility,” and our present respon-
=Lty In to eatablish our authority In
every part of the lslunds,

Preservo the Penco,

No _government ean so cerininly pre-
serve the pence, restore public ordsr, es-
tablih Jaw, Justice. and stable condi-
tlons am ours, Nelther Congress nor the
execullve con estoblish o stable’ gove
ernment In these Ialands e§eept undee
our right of soveralgnty, our autharity,
and our flag. And this we are doing,

We eoulil not do IL ax & protectorate
power #o complotely or so successiilly
na we ard dolng It now,  As the #overs

shape means  to ends, and  gulde the
Fllipinos to self-development and wself-
Rovernment.  Af o protectoraln we
could not Inltlate netlon, but would be

I 'ple with' no ‘capadity et to go alone.
|| ourselves and ‘the Fillpinos from -hcti}k

‘compelled o tollow and uphold & peo-

An/the one case we can proteéct both
Involved in da P s; in
the other we could not protect ayen;the
Flllptnos untll after thelr troubls had
come,  Besldes, if we cannot establish
uny government of our own without the’
consent of the governed, as our oppo-
nents contend, then We could not estab-
ligh & stable government for them or
make ours o' protectorate without' the
ke consent, and nelther the majority
of the'Beople nor a minority of the jweo-
pl¢ have invited us to assume {t, We
could not maintain & protectorate even
with the consent of the governed with-
out'glving provocation for conflicts and
posaibly costly wars. Our'rlghta in the
Ehilllppines are now free from putside
Interference, and will' conntlnue so in
our present refation. They Would not’
be thus free In any other relation, We
will not give up our own to guarantes
another sovereignty-
Our Titie is Good. -

Our title Is good, OQur pence commls-
sloners belleved they were recelving o
good  ttle when they.concluded the
treaty. The executlve belleved (¢ was
- good title when he submitted’ It to
the sennte of the United Btates for its
ratificatlon. ' The senate pelleved it was
@ good title when they gave it their
connstitutlonal  ussent, and  the Con-
Eress scems not (to hove doubted Its
completeness when they appropriated
twenty milllon dollars provided by the
treaty, If any who favored Its ratlflca-
tlon belleved It gave us a bad title, they
were not sincere, Our title ls practi-
cally Identical with that under which
we hold our territory acquired since the
beginning of the government, and un-
der which we have exercised full sov-
erelgnty  and estnblished government
for the Inhablitants.

It s worthy of note that no one nut-
slde of the United States disputes the
fullness and Integrity of the ‘cesslon,
What, then, ls the real Issue on this
subject? Whether It 15 paramount to
any other or not, it Is whether we shall
be, responsible’ for the government ' of
the Phillppines  with the soverelgnty
and authorlty which enables us to guldy
them 1o regulnted liberty, law, safety
and progress, or whether we shall be
reaponsible for the forclble and arbi-
trary government of o minority without
soverelgnty and authority on our part,
and with only the embarrassment of a
protectorate, which drows us Into thelr
troubles without the power of prevent-
Iy them. e

'Chere were those Who two years ago
were rushing us on to war with Spain
Wwho are unwlilling now to mccept Its
clear consequence, @4 there are those
nmong us who advocated the ratifica-
tlon of the treaty of peace, but now niro-
test against {ts obligations. Natlons
which go to war must be prepared to
accept Its regultant obligations,  and
when they make treaties must’ keep

them.
Fought for Liberty.

Those who profess to distrust the lib-
eral and honorable purposes of the ad-
minlstration In Its treatment of the
Phillppines ars not justified, Imperi-
allsm has no place In {ts creed or con-
duct. Freedom s o rock upon which
the Republlean party was buflded und
now rests. Liberty Is the great Repub-
llcan doctrine for which the people went
to,war and for which o million' llves
were offered and bllllons of dollars ex-
pended to make It a lawrul legacy of all
without the consent of master or alave,
There 18 o strain of ill-concelaed hypoc-
risy In the anxiety to extend the con-
sttutional guaruntees to the people of
the Philippines, while thelr nullification
ls openly advoeated at home. Qur op-
ponents may distrust themselves, but
thy have no right to discredit the good
faith and patriotism of the majfority of
the people who are opposed to them;
they may fenr the worst form of fmpe-
rinlism with the helpless Flipinos in
their hands, but If they do, it Is be-
cause they have parted with the splrit
and faith of the fathers, and have lost
the virllity of the burdens of the party
which they profess to represent.

The Republican party does not have
to zusert its devotlon to the Declnra-
tlon of Independencs, That Immortal
Instrument of the fathers remalned un-
executed, untll the lead of the Repub-
llean party, In the awful clash of bat-
tle, turned Its promises {nto fulfillment.
It wrote Into the Constitution the
amendmentn . gunrantesing  polltleal
equality to Amerlean eltizenship, ‘and
It was never broken by them or coun-
selled others [n breaking them, It will
not be gulded in its conduct by one get
of prinelples at home and another set
In the new territory Lelonging to  the
United States.

1f our opponents would only practlce
as well as preach the doctrines of
Abraham  Lineoln, there would be no
fear for the safety of our Institutions
at home or their rightful influence In
any territory over which ‘our flag
floats.

The Stars and Stripes.

Empire has been expelled from Porto
TNico and the Philippines by Amerlean
freemen, The flag of the republic now
floats over thest islands a2 an emblem
of rightful soverelgnty. Wil the re-
publie stay and dispense to thelr In-
habltunts the blessings of lberty, ed-

ucation and frec Inatltutlons, or steal |

away, leaving them to anorchy or im-
perlalisEm? 1

The Amerlean question  Is  between
duty and desertlon—the Amerlean ver-
diet wiil be for duty and agninst de-
sertlon, for the republic agalnst both
anarchy and Imperinlism.

The country has been fully advised
of the purposcs of the United States
In_ China, and they will bes falthfully
adhered to as already defined,

The natlon |s fled with gratituds
that the Httle band, among them mMxcy,
of our own hlood, who for two months
have been subjected to privations and
peril by the atineks of pltllass hordes
at the Chinese eapital, exhibiting au-
preme courage In the face of déspalr, |
have been epabled by God's favoer to
great thelr reseuers and find shelter un-
der thele own flag.

The people, not alope of this land, but
of all lands, have watched and pray-
ed through the terrible stress and pro-
tracted agony of the helpless sufferers
In” Pekin, and while at tlmes the dark
tdiugs seemed to make all hope valn,
the rescuers never faltered In the he-
tolo fulliliment of thelr noble tosk,

Grateful to Our Soldlers.

We are grateful to our own solillers
and sallors and marines, and to all tho
braye men, who though assembled un-
der inany standards, representing peo-
ples and races sirangers In eountry
and speech, were yet unlted In the sa-
ered mission of carrying succor ta the
hasleged, with a success that is now the
cause of a world's rejolcing.

Not only have we reason for thanks-
Elving for unr materinl blessings, but
we  should refoles In the  complete
unificatlon of the people of all sectlons
of our counlry that has so happlly de-
veloped In the 1ast few years, and made
for us 0 more perfest Unlon,

The obliterntion of old  differcnces,
the comman devotlon 10 the fing and
the common sacrlfice for Ity honor, ax
eonspicuously shown by the men of the
North and the South In the Spanish
war have so atrengthencd the ties  of
friendship and mutusl respect  that
nothing ean ever divide us. The nation
faces the new century sratefully and
nopefully, with  Inereasing  love  of
vountry, ‘with flem falth in ta frep
Ingtitutions, and with high resolve that
they “shall not perisl from the earth,"

Very respectfully yours,
WILLIAM MCKINLREY,
—_——
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